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HISTORIC 

Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church 
AND/OR COMMON 

|LOCATION 
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East side of North Liberty Street 
CITY. fOWN 
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Bethel M. E. Church, c/o Helen T. Ayers Telephone #: 
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Maryland 21617 
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X.GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 
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^.ALTERED 
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X MOVED DATF 19th 

centul 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church 

is located on the east side of North Liberty Street 

in Centreville, just north of the Court House green. 

This small frame church is oriented with 

the gable end facing Liberty Street. The building 

is rectangular with a square bell tower on the center 

of the front (west) gable. Later additions include 

a one story lean-to across the east gable and 

small shed roof rooms flanking the bell tower. The 

roof of the main building is a pitched gable; a 

shallow pitched roof forms the peak of the bell 

tower. 

Double doors in the center of the west wall of 

the bell tower are flanked by a single 6/6 window 

in each shed-roof flanker. A small round window 

is centered on the second floor of the tower. 

There are three large 6/6 windows on each side 

wall of the church. The lean-to addition covers 

the first floor of the east gable. It is flush 

with the south wall of the church, but is set back 

approximately 18 inches from the north wall. 

There is a door at each end of this lean-to and 

a single 2/2 window at the north end of the east 
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Field Notebook QA-IX; Recorded May 31, 1979. 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
19 74 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 
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CONTINUATION SHEET 

7.1 DESCRIPTION 

wall. There are no openings in the exposed upper gable 

of the main building. Tapered two-part rakeboards 

are carried up the gable eaves; the facade eaves 

oversail and are boxed in. The exterior walls are 

covered with yellow-brick asphault paper siding; 

the roof is corrugated metal. 

The double doors in the bell tower open into a 

vestibule, with bathrooms to either side. A second 

set of double doors opens into the sanctuary of the 

church. The altar is located at the center of the 

east gable, on a low platform enclosed by a railing 

with turned newels. The walls are plastered above a 

plain chairrail and paneled below with beaded vertical 

wainscoting. The 6/6 sash have translucent panes 

and plain architrave trim. The pews and the handsome 

Victorian Gothic chairs' behind the altar came from 

St. John's Methodist Church in Church Hill (QA-370). 
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QA-401 
Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church 
N. Liberty St. 
Centreville 
Centreville Quad. 
Queen Anne's Co. 





QA-401 Bethel AME Church 
North Liberty Street 
Centreville, Maryland 
Oriando Ridout V 1980 
View from Southwest 





QA-401 Bethel AME Church 
North Liberty Street 
Centreville, Maryland 
Orlando Ridout V 1980 
View from Southeast 


